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vocabulary, and it provoked the authorities by asserting
that it would refuse to disperse; but its meetings were
extremely orderly, its language not more violent than
language that had been held ten years earlier, and the only
disturbance was created by the police. Skirving, Margarot,
and Gerrald were all tried for sedition, in the same spirit,
and by the same methods1 as Muir and Palmer, and
sentenced to fourteen years' transportation each. Margarot
and Gerrald were delegates from the London Corresponding
Society, and it was a piece of good fortune for the Govern-
ment that they had brought themselves within reach of the
discretionary powers of the Scottish judges.
One more trial that occurred before the Government
suspended the Habeas Corpus Act must be mentioned
because it illustrates the circumstances that gave rise to
the rumours of armed insurrection. A Mr. Walker, an
eminently respectable citizen, and a valiant Liberal, was
indicted with six other persons at Lancaster for a conspiracy
to overthrow the constitution and Government, and to aid
and abet the French in case they should invade this king-
dom. The trial took place in April. The chief charge
against Mr. Walker was that he had purchased arms for
the purpose of rebellion. It was proved that Mr. Walker
had purchased a few firearms, as a very necessary precaution
for the defence of his house against the violence of the
loyalist associations, and the witness on whom the Govern-
ment relied was convicted of perjury, Mr. Walker being
" honourably acquitted."
Hitherto the Government had conducted their campaign
under the ordinary law, confining themselves to issuing
alarmist proclamations, to stimulating the vigilance and
the zeal of the magistrates, and to encouraging an " organ-
isation" of loyalist associations which was very active in
1 Gerrald objected to one juryman on the ground that he had already
declared in private conversation that he would condemn any member of the
British Convention. The objection was dismissed, and the Lord Justice Clerk
remarked, " As this objection is stated, I hope there is not a gentleman of the
jury or any man in this court who has not expressed the same sentiment.'*